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REALESTATENOTES
INAND UTOF GITY

Investors and Buyers Think
Holders Are Afflicted
With Inflated Ideas

ACTIVE INQUIRY, BUT
SALES ARE SMALLER

Court Records Show 'Several
Large and Interesting Deals,
but Sales for the Week
Were on Small Order,
Fairly Good Business
in Suburbs.

The real estate altuation for the

! past week was o little mixed. Con-

trary tg expectation, the sales were
not altogether as large &8 the week
before, although the Investors seemed
to be as willlng as ever to conslder
any meritorlous proposition that came
along, and el advertised auctions were
well attended by what seemed to  be
eager bidders. Nevertheless, the total
of sales both private and publle was
fomAwhat disappolnting, and numbers
of well lald plans to bring pendtng
negotiations to a head and to close
up deuls that have been on the string
fatled tu materialize, The [nquiry on
the pirt of Investors and home-seekers
lias been as pronounced as heretofore,
perhaps a little more 5o, but somehow
the closing up point seemed hard to
reach.
Inflated Idens.

Heing asked for an explanation of
this State of effairs o well-known' real
estate agent sald: "L thfnk some of
the agents and the newspapers have
Leen making too much of the favorable
fall opening of the real ‘estats business,
and have been playing the ‘boosting®
act for a llttle more than thera was
in it

“Tha result Is they have golten the
Ideas of tha hoiders and would-bo sell-
tra of property too much inflated. Or,
to make the matter plainer, the sellers
have put the figures an the goods they
have to sell too high, and the Invest-

ors will not stand for it. ‘Therc 18 a
plenty of money lylag Idle in Lhe
banks of Richmond ready to he iIn-

vested in real estate, but the owners
of this money do not intend to pay
more for property than it s wortl'
Thase few remarks of the ranl estate
min express & great deal, Guite Hkely
ha has struck the keynote.

Varlous Satlsfnctory Sales.

The sales for  tha week, which
amounted to <onsldernbly iless than
$100,000, so far as the records show,
warg coufined largely to small trans-
actions, Onae snle which went to record
in the middle of the weelk woull prob-
ably put the figures beyond the $100,000
mark if the real facts were known, hut
the conslderation named on the bools
of the clerk of the court is only $10.
Of course, the money Invelved Is much
more thean that, for the deed shows
that John Kerr Branch was thes pur-
chiser of an entire square of ground,
bounded by Monument Avenue, Cedar
anid Roblnson Streets and Park Avenue,

The ground, which Is right at the
Jeafferson Davis Monument, measures
300x300 feet. Mr. Branch s’ reticent
a8 to what he proposes to do with this
‘eplendid property, but the general im-
pression lg that he Intends. to bulld
a megnificent residence there. This
transaction may have been made sev-
eral wecks ago, and only found Itwe
way to record the past week.

Another record which involves the
sum of $532,000 18 not Included In the
eatimate of the past week's sales for
the teason that the actual deal was
mada before. Two deeds to Willlam
€. Sehmldt, one from R. E. V. Farrar,
and the other from E, Raab and Isi-
dore Strause, convey to Mr. Schmidt
the property st Franklin and Seventh
streets, upon which Mr, Schmidt s to
erect the temporary post-office for the
United States government. The con-
tract between Mr. Schmlidt and the
government hes been signed, gealed
and dellvered, and it 1s' understood
that the work on the post-office, ac-
cording to the plans prepared by C K.
Bryant aond already outlined in The
Times-Iiispatch, will be eommepnced
within the next month.

Small Order Transncilons,

With the exceptions noted above all
of the =ales’ reported and recorded
for the week were on the small ordes.
‘Charles A, Rose sold during the
weel, No. 202 Allen Avenue, for $3,100;
No. 806 North Twenty-third Btreet, for
§900; No. 736 North Ninth Street, for
§325, and No. 1023 West Leigh Etreat,
for $3,900; All of this property was
bought by Investors, i

J, ‘Chompson ‘Brown and- Co, report
the sale of ap eighty-foot lot on Vine
Gtreet, near Maln, at $19 a front foot
They  &lso sold a 'house and lot on
Dooley  Avenus, near Floyd, to O, J.
Dayls, for $2,750, also a brick store on
Park Ayenue, for $3,000, and & 120-
Tfoot lot on Broad Street, near High
Point Avenus, at $12 per front foot

A. T, Chewning Company report the
following sales: Nos, 417 Cabell Btreet,
911 North'Sixth Street, 1117 TWest
Leigh Streat, 1210 8St, Paul Streat, 1322
‘West Moore Street, and 3008 P, Btreat,

“also several, vacant lots,

N.'W. Bowe & Son and Green & Redd
report: several very satlsfactory salos,
but decllne to glve partlculmrs, ' Mr.
Groen, of the latter firm, tells of an
auectlon sale on Church Hill durlng the
past weelk, which he says was one of
the best attended he hLas had for a
long time, TFrom thiy he argacs thot
Investora are watching the market
closely, &nd they are surely not going
to lst eny bargalm go by unpoticed.
Richeson & Crutchfleld report falrly
good business, with small sales aggre-
gating somathing over §5,000, Daoyer
& Rpmsay sold ebout $3,000 worth of

covacant property, and Rlanton & Purcell

had deeds recorded that foot up neariy
$6,000, Many other agenta report snt-
{afpctory’ amall  sales, but decline to

+Elve rlgures pnd ngmes,

" ,
Dolngs in: the Suburhe,
" .Tho sumae conditlons which charag-
terize 'the' coity market prevall {n the
guburbs, . There have been Boma. good
piles in Barton Helghts, Northslde,
Chestnut - Hil and
At lanat eight lots
epanged hands in: tha lgst-named ‘sub-

EVIDENCES OF PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY IN SMYTH COUNTY

BUILDING ROTES
SONETHING NEW

Only Concrete Residence East of
the Rockies Going Up in
Richmond.

GOOD OUTLOOK FOR WORKMEN

Rumors of Big Contracts Fill the
Air—Home Building Mania
Still On,

Bullders and contractors are laking
an optimistic view of the general slt-
uation, and well they may, for there
B8ems L0 be no weskening of the ma-
nia for home bullding In and around
this eity. As stated before, most of
the men now engaged in  erecting
houses are working on residences, but
e good deal of work on public and
business houses .eeems to be in sight.

Ground has been broken for the new
sddition to the l.ibrary Bullding, on
the Capitol Square, and a large num-
ber of workmen will soon be engaged
In running up the wnlla of this Stnte
worke The [ligh Schoel building is
yrogressing rapldly, aod within the
next faw weoeks ground will ba broken
for the temporary past-office bullding
at Seventh and Frankiii . Strests. This
will be a kind of hurry job when It
gats well under way, and empioyment
will be ready for many ;worthy work-
men. :
As to Tome Nnllding.

The alr is full of rumors of magnifi-
cent privata homes to be erected In
tha western part of the clty, around
about the, Lee and Davis Monuments,
for Instance.

In the meantime there has been no
cessation, and s not lkely to be any,
in the building of small homes.. The
pecple In the clty and in the suburhe
seem to have a regular and unquench-
able building fever. Nothilng but the
worst and harshest kind of winter
weather can put a stop to it, and if
that should come along at all, it will
be several months yet before It gets
here in sufficient volume to head off
the busy bullders.

Sonwthing Entirely New.

Among the many bulldings now go-
ing up in and around Richmond, the
most  interesting is the fifteen-room
resldence belng erected at 814 West
Cary Street by Mr. Charles Gasser, a
well-known paving and concrete con-
tractor. Mr, Gasser |g putting up this
dwelling for his own occupsncy, and
mora than the usual Intereat attaches
to it because |t Is the first housa of
Its kind to be erected In Virginia. In-
decd, it Is said to be the only residence
of its particular kind ever started cast
of the Rocky Mountgins. The' resl-
.dence will have fifteen rooms, including
two bathrooms.

It will be composed of o cellar and
two stories and the whole from roof
to ecellar floor wlll be. of concrete, It
was originally Intended that not an
Inch (of wood should bs: used In It
construction, but at the earneat sollcl=
tation of' his wife, Mr, Gasser has
finally consented that two of the llv-
Ing rooms on the second story shall
have hardwobd coverings over .ne con-
crete floors, With this exceptlon the
entlre structurs wlll be of concrete,
ond nothing else will ghow In its con-
structlon. 5

Altogether Concrete,

The wells, which ‘are of menolithle
concrete, are twelve Inches thick, and
the floora ave of reinforced concrate,
put In on the Hahn aystem. ' The roof
ia anlso of concrate, as are the gtalr-
ways, poroches and plllars and the bal-
cony mbove.

The bullding !s now ahout 76 per
cent, completed, and s/ nttracting the
attention of builders and contractora
gonerally. It Is expacted that [t will
be finlshed 'within two months, and
Mr, Gasser expects to ba comfortably
ensooned ip It before Christmas,

The Firat of Yis Kind.

There, &re many  purely conorets
bulldings ln Californla, hut even there,
where the yirtues of concrete wera
first' appreclated, very few residences
hayve been made entlraly of this ma-
terial, although the matertal is exten-
sively used ln the consatruction of busi-
ness houses, warerooms, ‘ete.  All the
resldences  bullt fof ‘concrete in! Call-
fornla have woed floors, and the most
of them have wood stalrways, but with
the exception of & Wwood covaring to
the: concrets floora in two rooms, Aag
betors sgtated, the Gasser home will be
devold of any material other than
concrate,

Mr, Gaeser thinks concrete 1s the
coming ‘hullding materlal, .Xe |8 s0
sura of it he has erected this, his homs,
as o Epmple, Mr, Gosser has nmade his
own devlces tor moulding hls walls,
porchas, columns, stalrways, ete, and
o thinka thet he can yet Improve on
the very satlsfactory system he haa
devized, i

Hulldiug at Hoykine,

[8pepinl to Tha Timas-Diapatoh,] 10
BOYRINS, VA, Septembar 26.—Boy-
kins continues: tp  grow, Beveral new
resldences golng up My Whlte s}

Curn during ithe wvealk,

{. | 10 )
Thal reallestate agents In Manthester

Slpablnypd oo Thivl Pagad

bullding ‘&' brick store and Mr, 'R, M
!\'ﬂ.is'm;.hna mude ‘aulte an addition to

hix &

b
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MACADAM ROAD IN SMYTH COUNTY.
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BACCO COMING
NTO MARKET NOW

Sales of Primings Pretty Nearly
Over, and Regular Sales
to Begin.
EXPECTED

GOOD  PRICES

All the Markets in Virginia and
North Carolina Expect Good
Season.

.

Though' et this time thers iz noth-
ing on the Richmond tobacco market
but primings, they were active through-
out last week, bringing, where well
cured and hendled, from $4 to §5. Low-
er grades wera also in good dernand,
considering quallty.

It §s estimated that about 75,000
pounds was sold during the week. The
market will open for the regular dally
sales In a short while. The dealers
have every reason to bellsve that this
will' be one of the most successful sea-
song In the history of the business here.
The crop 12 sald to be quite as heavy
as that of last year, and the acreage
much larger.

Rocky Mount Market,
Special to The Tlmes-Dispatch.

ROé'KY MOUNT, September 26.—We
have had the heaviest sales of the sea-
gon thls week, averaging about 125,000
pounds per day, making a total of over
600,000 for the week, In splte of the
extreme dry weather. The quality of
the offering 'is not quite eps good as
last week, there being o larger pro-
portion of primings and low-grade tips
of 1& nondescript character. But few
wrappers or bright leaf are showling
up. When they appear they are eager-
ly sought after, No plle on the floora
ir being meglected,

The market has been very actlyve,
with prices highly satlsfactory to the
sellers, strengthening perceptibly to-
wards the close of the week, except
possibly the very common tip grades,
which are,a shade easler,

SOUTH BOSTON SALES LIGHT,
BUT EXPECT GO0OD SEASON

[Bpecial to The Times-Dispatch.]

BOUTH BOSTON, VA. Beptember 24,
—The leaf tobacco sales have been
rather light durlhg the peEt week,
About 260 pounds having_ been sold at
an average of 10 cents a pound. '‘This
market hopes to sell 20,000,000 pounds
ihls year. South Boston (s 4 lively to-
bacco, market, and wusually gets her
Shareg of the weed whenever it [s
ready for the market, having the repu:
tation of always paying highest prices,
and most commodlous warehouses from
which ' to sell.

It {s interesting to nots that ths
1967 crop shows an Increase of 2213
over. 1806,

1807 Crop—Leaf, 18,084,845 pounda;
average,. $11.26—31,476,565.06, Prim-
Ings, 278,685 pounds; average, $8.92—
§$10,738,08.  Scrap, 476,234 pounds: ave-
rage, §3.02—3$14,287.02.  Total, 13,844,744
pounds; average, $10,84—31,600,685.76,

Total  sales  for 1006—13.566,917
pounds; average, $8.65—31,185.5762.19.

Total increase paid out to planters
for 1007 erop over $106—3§314,802.57,

FARMVILLE S00ON TO HAYE
BALES OF BRIGUT TOBAJGCO

[Special to

ho Times-Diapatch,1
FARMVILLE, VA, Septomber  28.—Ths
bright tobacco market will open for the
fivar tlme in Farmvllle on the 1ith day of
Octobear, Already buyera have indicated
thelir intentfon of ecoming here for this class
of tobaceo, and it ls safd that competition
‘wills be ' livaly. 'The Farmville Boerd of
Trade haa arranged o number of premiuma
amounting’ to  severnl hundred dollars, tor
the hest brizht tebacco offered for sale hers
on_the {Tth' day of October g

Quantities. of prhnings are still belnz sold
Beare,'apnd the prices continye high. | No naw
tobnoca hee been offersd.  Dut one barn of
tobacco haa  besn reported burped during
the present curing season,  This was one
Belonglng to Rev. I, L, Lancester at. “'Roch-
elle” aear. Farmville, It contilnad = 8,000
pounda of the weed, and the loss was com-
jplete, without: eny' Insurance,

LARGER RECEIPTS -OF LONSE
JON THE DANVILLE MARIKET

[Bpacial to Tho Times-Disoateh,

loose recalpts At the warehouses hava
been ' larger thla weel | than for any
week for several months past, but stiil
comparatively llght,  As the crop ls
now. nll cut ‘andihoused recelpta are
expacted -to inorease materinlly weekly.
The primings’ are’ now: about all sold,
Thers I8 being sold now stmo  gand,

crop. Very few wrappers have mRD-
peared yei.

The weather for glving body to the
late tobacco and (or curing for the past
several weeks has been ms good as could
be desired. 'As has alréeady beén pre-
dicted, the crop 'will ba for the most
part darker In color than last season,
especially the late tobacco.

Prices have started off on an equally
high leval with last year, and no doubt
are sufficlently satlsfactory to the
farmers to Induce them to market the
crop early and rapidly in the old belt,
as Is baing done in the east and south.
Hedrled tobaccos are quite actlve, both
old and new. The stocks of old are
very small indeed.

OFFERINGS LIGHT AS YET
ON THE LYNCHEURG MARKET

[8pecial to The Times-Dispatch.] /

LYNCHBURG, VA, September 26.—
The offérings of tobacco on the Lynoh-
burg market continus light, and except
a few small loads of new.tobacco were
‘all of primings. The quality and con-
dition wers about as for the past sev-
eéral weeks, and prices on ' all grades
wera rather higher. The new tobacco
offered was of the medlum grade, and
tfor the quality and conditlon of the
tobacco offered, prices wera satisfac-
Llory to the planters, There ls but a
small portion of the tobaceco now In
the field, and a large portion of that
will be housed this week. .

Sales of loose tobacco on the Lynch-
burg market foy the lwo weeks ending
September 25, 1908: :
Sold week ending September

I8 thi el e s O 160,700
old week ending September
B S LD Ty e 184,100
Increase weelk ending Septem-
ber 25th TROEEE 171903:0 13,400
3 us ' '
b ontenbriis S st 1,276,900

September 25, 1908 .
Sold from BSeptember 1, 1807,

to September 25, 1907 ....... 437300
Increase for 1908 ., ....ss---.. 833,800

Peternburz  'Tobaceo Markel,
[Special to Tha Times-Dispatch.]

PETERSBURG, VA, September 26—
With last year'ss crop exhausied and
the new crop not quite réeady for mar-
ket, the sales of loose tobacco at the
warehousa this week were very. light,
with little on which fo base accurate
guotations. A few prlmlngsn:lra com-
ing: in and a selling at $2.50 to 3G
as to grade. 2lost of the tohacco in
this =ection has been housed, but for
Inclkk of a season for handling nona
above  the grade of primings has been
brought to market. - The new crop ia
represented to be 25 per cent. larger
this year: than last, and of much finer
quality, the proportion of tha finer
grades helng much greater than tha
crop of last year yielded. The market
here will be formally opened on the
7th of October, and dealers and plant-
ers expect actlve bldding and govod

prices, X

Gouod Sules at Bedford City,
Spaclal to The Times-Di=patch,]
BEDFORD CITY, September 26.—The
only offerings yet of 'the mew tohacco
crop are primings, of which thers has
peen a gdod average ng to quallty and
quantity, The prices should bs very
gatisfoctory to, the planter, as they
have ranged mt high figures for this
grade; On Fridey o lot brought $6 &
hundred, probebly the highest price
in the history of this market. If
weather copditions are favorgble the
marketing of belter grades will begln
about the 18t of October. .

LUMBER MILLS STARTING up

3 \ls Incrensing Forces ond to Run
MlanysBillla at Full Capaclty. k
[Bpecialto The Times-Dispateh.]
FREELING, VA., Seplember 26—Local
conditions In Jumbar olrelea are lipproving,
and by the first of November several milla
will ba running at their full capacity, ai\d
giving employment  to many hends who
Love been pruculca.uy out of jobs for many
months, .
g Whitteker Brothers, who. own and
oplp:m a mill, ‘have purchased a large
body of yaluable timber in Cunrporlond

Mountaln, from Nelson Lipps, and will

meneca operations at once.
'cw'lltha Currlpr  Lumber Compnn{; whnil]el
n, w

ndquarters are. at Glamorgaen,
%f.mf‘ operations on B lorge scale In the
upper €nd of this {Dickenson)  county, by
‘the. 1st of Noyember, | This company
pperates aboul twenty miles, of rul:lr_nnd.
and will moon. extend  thelr line:Inte ‘this
cbunty In order to hays shipping faollitles
for their producte.. - {ci i

J. G. McFall, a loggingman of long ex-
perience, of (his place, has Juat closed &
copntract with thia firm o dellver logs Lo
tholr milla, The Job ha has pontraotoed
will reguire from twao lo Ahres yeors for
gompletion, This compiny has conslderpbla
holdings  in this county| and s_e_\'al'nl Years
will he roquired to mum:rncwrn th_alrlstult.

Knox, Bell and Whitley countles.

OPENING TIMBEF
D COML LANT

Is Believed That Southern Rail-
way Will Enter Kentucky's
Rich Fields.

HEAVY" INVESTMENTS MADE

One Corporation Has Already Ac-
quired Control ‘of 100,000
: Acres of ‘Land.

[Specinl to The Times-Dispatch.]

BALTIMORE, September 25 —Heavy
investments in coal and tlmber lands
In Southesastern Kentucky are regard-
ed, according to speclal correspondence
in thls week's lssﬂg‘ of the Manufac-
turers' Record, ag the forerunners of
rallroag extension Into gne of the rich-
est undeveloped sectlons of the South,
One corporatlon has already acqulred
control of probably 100,000 acres in
the centre of the fleld, and during the
past week Ohio men purchased & tract
of 5,600 acres In Harlan county.

Severnl years ngo the Southern Rall-
way purchased rights of way for a'rail-
road extension from  Middleshoro into
Harlan county coal Helds. Worl upon
the line mever went beyond the Initial
stages, but the route is regarded.as a
logleadl one for any rallroad extenslon
that may be ondertaken. In Clay
county, which, llka Harlan, lacks rafl-
road facilitles, Southern inveators hove
been acquiring land, &nd now hold an
agpregate of about 100,000 acres.

Fields Develop,

Some coal flelds In  Boutheastern
Kentucky have rapidly developed dur-
ing the past few yenrs, but tlhis deval-
oped acreage & small as compared with
the tracts still without transportation
facllities. Along the Cumberlana Val-
ley division of the Loulsville and Nash-
ville Rallroad, In the counties of Laure],
Whitley, nox and Bell, probably fifty
new ‘mining operations’ have ' been
astarted during the past two yoars,

The ccal deposits ara: reached by
short lateral extenelons from the, maln
line, and in the four couniles close to
2,000,000 tons of coal wers produced
1ast year, although the fleld has scarce-
1y been scratched. The scopa of ac-
tivity has been considerably widened
during ,the past year by the extension
of tha Cumberland Railroad from Rar-
pbouraville, Ky, through sectionsz of
Tha
line, not yet completed, has opened up
o large coal acreage to the South.

New Cement FPlant,
Buggestive of the tendency In the
South to utllize its  wvarlous milneral
resources In Indusiry is the announce-
ment of plans by a 35600,000 company
to establish on thirty acres of Iand
near. 8an Antonlo, Texas, a Portland
cement plant, capable of ‘turniag out
1,000 ‘barrels of cprment dally,

The buildings will be firaproof and
of steel and corrugated iron, An in-
taresting undertaking 1s; tha develop-
ment of & whetstone quarry on. Burnt
Mountein, nedr Jasper, Ga., to have o
‘capacity of 1,000 hones o day, At Co-
lumble, 8. C., wjll be erected a ferti-
lizer factory, with a main bullding
300 by 76 feet, and an annual output of
10,000 or 165,000 tons. |

In textiles the weelk wns marked by
announcements that a mill nt Lagrange,
Ga, will ‘spend between $400,000 and
$£00,000 upon anather plant, to be
aquipped with 10,388 =lng spindles, 133
looms, 67 cards;, ete., ualng electric
power, and 'to manufacture heavy duck
and carpet yarns; that a mill at Spar-
tanburg has sawarded contruct  for
10,0000 ‘spindles and #80 looms  addl-
tlonal, and that a mill at Shelby, N.
C., s to have another bullding to ac-
commodate 9,000 spindles, .

MAKE LOWHR RATES FOR
FREIGHT FRLOM PACIFIO POINTS

BAN FRANCISCO, CAL, BSeptember
df.—Haven transatlantie | stemmahin
compiples and three lines opernting on

Ymprovemenits at Falls  Church,

FALLS CHURCEH, VA, Beptdmber 26,
—The W, A &nd I C Hleetrle Rallrond
Company has purehased five ngrea, of
land at’ Lacey Statlon, near here, on
which wlll ba erected a car barn and
supstotion, b, {

Dr., R.J. Yates has moved his family
to: Del Ray, Alexandrin /county, whers
ha will pracklos. medlcine, I

Ghris ‘Arneld, has commenced | the

the Paclfic have concluded a ftarlff
agregment for the other 'Paclfo coast
pointe to Buropsiby. way of the Isth-
mius of Tehuanlepee, according to an
anpnouncement made here and nonfirmed
by A M. Sutton, general agent of tha
Amerlcan~-Eowallan Steamship | Coms
papy. In’ compoatition  ywith the trans-
continental rallroad,  ‘n schedule. of
rates  from 16:to 80 ‘per cent  lowat
than those pravipusly In farca’hns beaen
made, | 'Frelght from: the: Paplfic. coast

JPARKLING GEMS
WORTH MILLIONS

Frank Carpenter Visits Great
Mines of De Beers Co., Which
Produce $25,000,000 a Year,

HOW DIAMONDS ARE FOUND

Great Syndicate Managed b);l
Americans—A Look at the
Great Kimberley Pipe,

BY FRANIL G. CARPENTER,
Kimberley.

Klimberley 18 the Lord's greatest
treasure vault. Stored away here in
five mighty pipes of hard rock, golng
down no one knowsa how deep'into the
enrth, I8 a blue ‘clay sprinkjed with
dlamonds.  Already maore than $500,-
000,000 worth of precious’ stones have
been taken from them, and thera are
8till hundreds of milllons in slght. For
many years the sales: have amounted
to from $20,000,000 to 330,000,000, and
there are to-day lylng out' here in the
open fields, still mixed with this clay,
dlamonds which ‘would . have - sél
Aladdin crasy or imule coveteods the
heart of Sinbad the Sallor.

The DMumond Caplital,

These mines lie right close to Kim-
berley. They form & necklace around
it; and thiat, one of the -most valuabls
necklaces on earth.
decorited anew every yvear with-$35,-
000,000 worth of brilliants, which are
taken from these mines. 'They are
allowed to blaze away for o few
months under the African sun, and aro
then shipped off to dazzle the draw-
ing-rooms of all parts of the globe,

The town'{s o strange one to be the
caplital of such wealth. It has no
palaces, nor skyscrapers, and, llke the
Jewels of Portin, ita tréeasures are kept
In caskets of lead. Theée offices of the
dlamond trust themselves are no bet-
ter . than many a 6x8 factory in the
United Slates, and a few thousand
dollars: would enqual the cost of any
hullding Inside the town. , The most
of the houses' aro bungalows of brick,
roofed with gelvanized fron. They
all have wide porches about’' them.
and  many. have gardenz filled  with
begutiful flowers. The eity has wide
streets and amusement grounds, It haa
& theatre, churches and ‘hotels. Its
gtores are large and (ts. business is
good. The city is lighted by eleotriclty
and it has pll the modern improve-
ments,  The water comes from the
Yaal River, which is seventeen mlies
Aaway, )

A Birl'n Eye View of the Mines.

All of the mines ars within b rifie
shot' of the centre of Kilmberley. If
we climb to the top of the higher
bufldings we may see the skelatons
of ‘the washing meachines. on avery
side and between Lhem  the vast
weathering floors where the preclous
earth contalning the brilliants s al-
lowed to lay and melt. Maving to
them, from the mines, are great llnes
of what, In the distance, seem to be
ants.  They are marching in slngle
flle and are recing with one another
ng they pass to and fro. Now taike
your glass and you wlll seea that each
ant 1s @ steel car fllled with diamond-
Iferous  earth, and that it {5 lying
along under ‘a wire cable from’ the
mines to the flelds. These flelds are
celled floors. Every mine has itz own
floor, end In every direction you can
Bgag  the cars | moving, The . black
pygmles whe are handling the cars
are ths natives, and the white ones
on the outside are the guards to see
E‘l_lgtrtkthu blacks do ‘not steal as they

Now: turn your gloss a*gn!n to the
mines. About each s o mighty pit
dug out of ‘the' earth,  That i the
opening of the mine,"the wide bLasin,
whers the earth has been cut away
until the 'great rock plpe,” which con-
talns the blue clay and the dlamonds,
Is found.

Pipen of Dinmonds,

Until these Himberley mines were
discoyered, all the dlamonds  founcd
were picked up out'of ‘gravel which
lay  on or near tha surface of the
earth.” The Indlan dinmonds, among
which were the Kohlnoor, the Grenr
Mogul, the Regent and the Orloft, came
from alluvial washings composed of a
mlxture off broken sandstone, quartz,
Jjaspar, Mlint and granite. The deposit
was about ‘twenty fest thick and: was
coyered by a few feet of black cotton
soil, | 1t lay near the bed of a river
In Indla, not far from Golecondal which
was the chlef city to which the dia-
monds were taken“and sold. The dio-
monds of Drazll were first dlscovered

In 1738, [They wers found In deposits
af elay, gurrtz, pebbles and sand,
buried under abouf thirty feet of

other earth. They lay uwlong the bonks
of vivers and In 8 few cases wera lm-
bedded In sandstone, It was the same
with the dlamonds of  Borneo, | of
British Guilnna, Australin and Callfor-
nia, end also of those which were first
discovered nlong the Vaal River near
here in South Afriea,

It {a now:over forty years sinve tne
nrst Afr ”?}" {1I0mum1 was found, A mun
npmed O'Rellly—not the ona who roan
tho  hotel, but  John O'Rellly, (he
hunter—made: the first dlamond dis-
eovery. It was when he was stopping
over night with w Boer farmer not far
oft from Kimberley, During tho eve-
ning he saw the chlldren playing with
jome  heautiful - pebbloa.  He&' admired
tha stonss gnd took s¢me home with
him, To hls surprise ‘he found opne
would out glass, nnd upon showing it
to a. Jeweler e ‘was Lold that it was
. diemond end | worth $2,600, 4 o

Two. vetrd ‘after ithut  another . big
glone w;;lu“dﬂscuvarmt-.hy a Hotlento?,
who traded it to thls game Boey farmer
op $2.000," The Bosy sold tt to n dla-

The mnecklace Iz

‘Hayg! would' be: avenfus
prosperons and thigkly-sail

The Queen of the Great 'Aﬁ_-
* palachian Region of
Old Virginia,

STRICTLY VIRGINIAN
VAST NATURAL RICHES

Marion, the County, Seat, a Wide-
Awake Town That Has a Maé-
nificent Future — Splendid
School Advantages—Warm |

Hearted and Hospitable
People.

BY FRANK 8. WOODSON,
Industrinl Edltor.
MARION, VA, Septemher 26.—Thers,
miy be counties in Virginia that, on
an actual show-down, can sirpasy the
county of Smyth In natural resources,
educationnl and religions ndvantages,
progressive ideis and [ndustrial hiatle,
but I =trongly doubt ‘It, ‘especinlly as
regards. the naturnl resources.

A most Interesting 1lttla  booklat,
complled by Mr. John P, Sheffey, sets.
forth the fact that there are less than
& hundred forelgn-born white cltlzens
In the county, and less thnn & thousani
negroes,  Therafore, It may be safd
that Smyth' s strietly a Virginia coun= '
Ly, 80 far as the population’ fa con-'" |
cerned. Mr. Sheffey tellds ma that the.
large majority, of the puople of  tha
county. are of pure Ameriean stoc
belng descendants of thoss hardy pio
eers who sought thelr fortunoe we
of the Blue Rlige and pstablished’t
charncter of that  elvillzation  wha
spirlt turned the tide of war at King's
Mountaln, in the darlk days of {he'
Revolution, and opened up for Anglo
Saxon settlement the greéat territory
tormerly altogether, and now partly, =
embraced within the borders of West-
ern and Southwestern Virginim, i

Farmers in War ond Pence.

These people have plaved a credit- =
Able part both (n the trying and execlt- |
Ing scenes of war and the qulet oceu-
patlons of peace. General Willlam
Campbell, whose bones 1o In the soll
of this county, was the leader in Revo-
lutjonary times, and carried from the
territory which is now Smyth county a
band of sturdy. men, who  helped ta
turn the tide at King's Mountain ang
Gulltord Courthouse,

In the War batween the States, al-
though a majority of the peopla ware
violently opposed . to secesslon, when
Virginla- dld secede, they followed the
atandard  of the Old Dominfon ind |
elght companles, making a total of
nearly o thousand men, went td the
front from the hills and mountalnsifea
and valleya of Smyth county, Whan
defeat and peace cama at Inst, the men
of this county returned to their homsa
and 'devoted themselves with =zeal ba-
coming brave soldiers to the bullding
up of thelr weakened fortunes. Agrl-
cultura. and stock-raising were then
and are now the main dependence of o
mafority of the people, hut the: past
decide and a half has brought a re-
markabls increagse In manufacturlng.
industrial ‘and’ finnneclal Interests,
which bid falr to maka the county. ona
of the leaders In these llnes in tha
great Southwest, If not the leader.

It Is of these things I wish to speak’
later on, and at some time in the near
Tuture X will tell of them:more In des
tail than I can In this special letter,

Formatlon of a Great County.

Smyth, county is about twenty-twao
miles wide from east to west  and
twenty-eight miles long from morth to
south. . The county consists of long and
comparatively nerrow valleys, divided
by mountaln ranges, and opening out
In ' certain 'portlons Into tha' rolling
farm lapds and fertile rlyer hottoms,
which are the delight of the agricul-
turlst, and unsurpassegd for the produc-
tion of every graln and wvegetabls
necessary for man, Here the far-famed:
blue grass grows spentaneously from
the soil, supplying during the greater’
portion of the year the meat-producing
elements for the growing of the fineat '
export cattle Iln America, as well as
for the grazing of horses, sheep and
other domestic anlmals. : :

The Brushy Mountaln, congtituting
the northern boundary of the county,
and gaparating it from Tazewell, rizes
to from 4,000 to 4,600 fest aboye tha:
sea ‘level, while the Iron Mountain;’
constituting 1ts southern boundary, ang’
soparating it from 'Grayson  eounty,
rises in' its White: Top. and Balsam.
peaks; to the magnificent helght of 5,644
and 6,720 feet, respectively, i

The county 1a conveéniently dlvided
into three magisterial districts—tha
northern, or Rich Valley District; the|
middle, or Marlon District, and' tha'
southern, or 8t. Clale Distrlet, These
thréa subdlvislons represent''the threq.
great geological or mlneral, as ‘well® =
as the three great agricultural belta'of.
the county; thres or more separate '«
systems of dralnage, and three systems
of forestry, dlffering In character, '

The Three Subdivislons.

The Rich Valley Dlstrict comprises’
all that territory lying between thel
tops of Brushy and Walker's Moun-
talns; the Marion District all that ter-
ritory lying between tha tops  of
Walker's Mountaln on the north and
Rye Valley Mountain ‘and - Chestout
Rldge on the south: and the Bt, Clalr
Dairiet all that territory lying between
Rya Valley Mountain 'and Chestnut
Ridge on the north and the top of Iron
Mountaln on the south. Thene thres
divislons are drained respectively by
the North, Middle ana South Forks of
Holston ‘Riyer, nll streams of consld-
erahla size, furnishing excellent water
power for all sorts of manufacturing
enterprizes ana lending to the lands
soape. in’ thelr windings through! the
uncertain country, with lta bordering
of mountains, a heauty unrivaled. Holdy
aprings and smaller streams aboundon
evary hand, and it is doubtful it In
Amerien can be found & move abunds
wntly watered section of country. There
\s hardly a boundary (of 100 nereaiin
the county which is/ not well supplied
with springs or runping streams,

Centre of .n Fuvoreid Sectlom, &0

Tha wondertul’ development of the
vosources: of Appalachian Virginia du
{ng the past faw years, fevealing to
soma- extent the richness of the soll,
the wealth: of forest. and - moun
aud the =ultability of the country to
the increasing negde’ ot elyiiiiation,.1s
but an. indicatlon’ ot tha fultiiment of
Commudore. « Mayry's Ph!&!" A

"y

hepvy-bodiad, ‘vipe. mahogany  filars
and | lugs that lndloale & very, spgdl

ereation of & resldence at Fobev Bta-
tlon. on the W A sgd'F. €. J,a__qtrloJ

-

la' Lo he dlstributed at
L, 1, fra JAnua,

ENropean porta---
RUSEFHR Botit

AConfinuva; onl Lunt. Bage [




